Asynchronous: Coming to the Fire: Tinder, Kindling and Sparks by Blackstock, Sheila
 
    Coming to the Fire:Tinder, Kindling, and Sparks  
We all come from different backgrounds~ in time immemorial, our nations regarded this as 
coming from different "fires" to denote not only the geographical location but also the 
nations' culture, language, traditions and practices. Thus, when we met as a class, to learn 
about Indigenous health through a virtual teaching and learning environment, we gathered, 
around a common fire. ‘Coming to a fire" is used as a metaphor to acknowledge each other 
and respect each of our backgrounds to learn, share and gather.  
My metaphor for teaching and learning often centers around being in the outdoors-the land, 
waters, trees, Indigenous culture, and the importance of campfires. Campfires are the root of 
sharing, learning, feasting, storytelling and ceremonies. Fire represents the heat generated 
through sharing in a circle that is supportive, and participants feel safe to explore their role as 
a nurse working in partnership with communities. Participants will learn about the lessons I 
learnt as a Gitxsan, associate teaching professor in the delivery of the course online and that 
the greatest learning, understanding and appreciation occurs through engaging with humility 
and the extending of invitations to others to come to the fire.  
 
 
